Federal Government reduces phosphorus allowed in dishwasher detergents and cleaners
This summer, phosphorus-free dishwasher detergents will no be longer niche products that are hard to find. A new federal phosphorus regulation comes into force in July 2010, at which point manufacturers will no longer be able to sell household dishwasher detergents and cleaners with high phosphorus content.
Existing automatic dish-washing detergents typically contain concentrations of phosphorus up to about 9%. After July, household dishwasher detergents must contain no more than of 0.5% phosphorus. Most household cleaners are also subject to the new 0.5% limit.
Furthermore, laundry detergents will be required to have lower phosphorus content, from a previous maximum of 2.2% down to 0.5%. 
This is good news for the lake, as it significantly reduces some key sources of phosphorus from the lake. Chemicals like phosphorus from dishwasher detergents and other cleaners enter septic systems and can then find their way into the lake.

Environment Canada claims that the regulation will decrease the release of phosphorus into the Canadian environment by an estimated 28,400 tonnes over 25 years.
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